THROUGH THE CENTRAL SANDS

Dakaka and her companions, though she has never come
this way before/

'But how will she fare for water?"

'She will wander back without water and arrive safely in
the winter time, but in summer she will perish of thirst
before a quarter of the way/

Our march during the past two days had afforded an
instance of this. A strange camel, a cow big with calf,1 had
joined our party, or rather led the way, for she bounced
along ahead of us, making straight for Qatar where her
camel brand showed her to belong. She was presumably
anxious for dates or sardines, the local delicacies she
missed in the sands; lucky for her that the season was
winter!

'Do not let your camel eat of this gadha* shouted a Murri
next day as we passed through a verdant plain of it; 'it is
jinn haunted/

'But only these gadha pastures of Al Hirra and Banaiyan/
explained Hamad to me, 'elsewhere it is good enough
fodder. Here five camels died in one night, and on another
occasion two became ill and their milk dried up/

I had also found this idea, that jinns could affect the
wholesomeness of vegetation, at Mugshin, where it caused
a magnificent grove of acacias to be largely neglected. My
Badawin's invariable habit of picking the juiciest herbage
for hand-feeding their camels was there suspended, nor

1 A cow in calf is known as midini (Rashid) al algaha (Murri). The
period of gestation is twelve months. She may go thirteen months, or
sometimes eleven, but in the latter case the calf seldom survives. Where it
does it is called saham^ the mother jaret. The cow calf, as yet uncovered
by a bull, is a bakra. The Murra call a bull and cow calf go* ud and hashi
respectively.
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